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New hospital
site to be
unveiled in
November

Prof Drumm denies health service is ‘in crisis’

By Michael Cryan

THE site for the new Regional
Hospital in the Northeast will be
revealed by the end of November
and the three front runners include
Ardee, Virginia and Dunleer.

Speaking at the Regional Health
Forum in Kells on Monday after-
noon Professor Brendan Drumm
said that the Northeast could
not sustain five hospitals and it
required a centre of excellence. He
had no influence as to where the
new hospital will be located.

Mr. Drumm pointed out that
between 30 and 35 percent of the
public from the area were trav-
elling to Dublin for services. He
added that between 45 and 50
percent of people in hospitals in
the Northeast did not have to be
there.

“Its quite frightening to think that
almost 50 percent of those in hos-
pital in the region did not have to

be there. People don’t want to be
in them and would prefer to be at
home. It is a huge challenge for the
system.”

Continuing he said the Northeast
would be role model for change
for the rest of the country. “Huge
investment will be made and the
region will be more competitive,”
he added.

Professor Drumm said there
would be a need for the five hos-
pitals to be retained and the new
Health Centre in Virginia was a
model for everyone else. “I have
told many people around the coun-
try to visit the Health Centre and
see for themselves what can be
achieved.”

Monaghan Hospital could also
provide superb care and the HSE
had huge medical manpower in the
hospital.

There were challenging times
ahead for the HSE in the area but
they would be tackled. One of the

biggest challenges they faced was
getting people off waiting lists.

He denied that there had been
cut backs in the HSE. More pro-
cedures had been carried out this
year than last year, the Professor
stated. Mr Drumm pointed that
that in a recent survey by the HSE
there was a 90 percent satisfacto-
ry rating among the public for the
heath service.

“The HSE is putting in a huge
effort right across the country.
There are between 900 and 1000
admissions daily throughout the
country. The health service is not
in crisis,” he concluded.
Meanwhile, Sinn Féin’s Health
spokesperson Caoimhghin O
Caolain has said Minister Mary
Harney and Prof Drumm are losing
touch with reality after they both
claimed that hospital cutbacks will
not affect patient care, and after
Prof Drumm advocated the use of
hotel rooms for patients.

Judge Mac Bride promises to strike out
motor tax cases if arrears are paid

Judge Sean Mac Bride has said
he will strike out cases involving
tax arrears once a defendant has
proved he has paid the outstand-
ing tax.

Judge MacBride was residing at
Cootehill District Court when he
made the comments.

If those who are summonsed go to
their local garda station and prove
that they have paid the arrears of
tax and brought their tax on the
vehicle up to date, he will, at the
following court, strike out the sum-
monses, he pledged.

This will only apply if the garda
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is satisfied that there has been no
loss of revenue and that they are
otherwise law-abiding citizens.

“The main purpose of this is to
ensure they are tax-compliant and
have paid the appropriate revenue
in respect of their vehicle,” said
Judge MacBride.
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Representatives of Crannagh & Co. International Trade & Business Services Ltd. who won the Co. Cavan finals of the
Enterprise of the Year last week. (from left) Lorna Guckian, Consultant, Eamon Flood, Director, Leanne Mc Phillips, Office
Manager and Carol Lynch, Director, Crannagh & Co. International Trade & Business Services Ltd. Pic. Colm Connaughton

HSE posts safe from embargo

By Michael Cryan

RECENT announcements of an
embargo on recruitment by the
Health Service Executive will
not affect the filling of consult-
ant posts at Cavan General
Hospital, it has been revealed.
A spokesperson for the
Northeast HSE told the Anglo
Celt this week that the two
posts in the hospital had
been filled. Mr Emeka Nzewi,
Surgery and Mr Ashraff Butt,

Emergency Medicine, have
taken up the appointments.

HSE National Director of
Finance, Liam Woods, said the
pause on recruitment was a
temporary measure, designed
to assist the organisation to
balance its financial position
for 2007.

The spokesperson for the
Northeast HSE said the man-
agement at the hospitals in the
Northeast was continuously
examining options to assist in

meeting their requirement to
operate within the approved
funding allocation in the cur-
rent year.

The HSE was committed to
delivering the hospital serv-
ices for the Northeast set out
in their 2007 service plan.

In 2005 and 2006 the HSE
experienced a similar poten-
tial budget over-run but
through active management
subsequently balanced its
budget.

Cavan slips
through the
net for

broadband

By Sinead Hogan

CAVAN has the second lowest
broadband uptake in Ireland,
according to a survey by the Irish
Internet Association.
The northwest region is Ireland’s
broadband blackspot, with adop-
tion levels up to five times lower
than certain parts of Dublin.
While Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown
has the highest broadband pen-
etration levels at almost 40%,
followed by South Dublin (35.8%)
and Fingal (34.6%), Leitrim has
the country’s lowest broadband
uptake at just 7.8%. Cavan comes
a close second-last at 9.1%,
Roscommon and Donegal follow
at 9.3% and 9.8% respectively.
The statistics come as a sur-
prise to Cavan Chamber of
Commerce, who believe that
broadband should be “very much
the norm”. Chamber president
Eamon McDwyer said the biggest
challenge to broadband availabil-
ity in this county is most likely
geographical, with the county’s
picturesque drumlin landscape
making signals difficult.
He added that broadband isn’t as
competitively priced as it could
be, which might affect domestic
uptake, and that we are a long
way behind our European coun-
terparts in terms of internet
speed.

County Manager Jack Keyes
claims uptake has accelerated
significantly in the past few years
and adds he is confident that
availability in Cavan will soon be
enhanced.

He also points out that the
Metropolitan Area Networks
(MANS) have been installed, or
are in the final stages of instal-
ment, in Cavan, Kingscourt,
Bailieborough and Cootehill, and
it is hoped that they will further
accelerate uptake of the tech-
nology. Community broadband
schemes have been successful
throughout the county, he said.
Under these schemes, rural com-
munities, such as Gowna, enter
into a contract with a wireless
supplier.

Crackdown on ‘fake’ Smirnoff

By Sean McMahon

GARDALI and customs officers in
Cavan and neighbouring coun-
ties are working with the PSNI
in Fermanagh to smash a vodka
smuggling ring.

It is believed the counter-
feit operation, which may be
backed by former paramilitaries,
is bottling the illegal drink as
Smirnoff.

They are then selling it on to
publicans who may be co-operat-
ing with the criminals involved.

A concerted operation is now in
progress on both sides of the bor-
der with a view to smashing what
was described this week by one

senior Garda as a ‘cross-border’
operation.

A PSNI spokesman said that they
believed that former members of
paramilitary organisations were
behind this mini industry.

The spokesman said the fake
vodka would not be circulating
if there wasn’t a market for it on
both sides of the border.
Investigations are now underway
to ascertain if any of this coun-
terfeit Smirnoff is finding its way
into pubs and clubs in the Border
Counties.

One senior customs officer told
The Anglo Celt a small network of
criminals have been tasked with
off-loading the ‘Smirnoff’ to cer-

tain publicans who are passing it
off as the popular Russian brand
in their businesses.

There has been considerable
success in recent years in putting
a dent in this illegal trade in coun-
terfeit vodka which was costing
Smirnoff owner Diageo millions
in lost sales.

There are also indications that
the fake vodka is being sold to
hard-pressed students and from
the back of vans at late night fes-
tivals throughout the region.

Many young people who pur-
chase it are under the apprehen-
sion that it is real Smirnoff, which
has simply been ‘stolen’, said a
senior garda spokesperson.
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These are the finalists in the Co Cavan Style Coaching competition which was held at the Hotel Kilmore last week, but

which one of the women took the top prize? See page 4
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